Weather Briefing, 20150222.

A vertically stacked trough (closed cutoff low up to 700mb) is centered over a location near Kettelman City (Central Valley).   The air is moist, and upward motion associated with the south side of the low will produce showers today and tomorrow morning in most of SoCal, including Edwards.  NWS indicates that showers should end by mid morning Monday.  Weather conditions are flyable for Tuesday’s range flight as the upper level low moves eastward.  For what it’s worth, low level offshore flow conditions are expected south of Point Concepcion (off of LA), and dry conditions.  Some high level subtropical jet stream cirrus may be present, but should stay well to the west.

For the rest of the week, the upper level ridge will be west of where it has been for the past week or two, which means a north/northwest flow, punctuated by a series of upper level troughs.  These will not produce any rainfall, but, depending on timing, could produce significant upper level cirrus on Friday over the proposed flight region.  The marine layer off the California coast will be moister than on Tuesday, but thin.  I don’t expect extensive low level cloudiness.  The concern will be the timing of the upper level troughs, which will affect high cloudiness.  It is too early to try to nail this timing.  Low level flow will be from the NNW (on shore component) over the ocean.  Over the LA waters, it may be offshore on some days.

Lenny 
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